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Bestselling Legal Thriller from Edgar Nominee Paul LevineThe client admits he killed a man...His

lawyer doesn&apos;t believe him...The truth is buried beneath a conspiracy of theft and

murder.Linebacker-turned-lawyer Jake Lassiter heads to Havana and untangles a deadly plot

involving the CIA, Fidel Castro, and the Russian government."Realistic, gritty, fun."-- New York

Times Book Review
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"False dawn" is an atmospheric anomaly which causes the observer to believe that sunrise is about

to peek over the horizon---at 3 AM. As a metaphor for illusion, Paul Levine could have picked no

better title for this, his third Jake Lassiter novel, in which nothing is as it appears.Jake, Levine's

comic hero ex-linebacker, ex-Public Defender, ex-a-lot-of-things, is initially hired to defend

small-time hood Francisco Crespo on a murder charge. As Jake investigates the circumstances, he

realizes that Crespo is not only Not Guilty of killing fellow longshoreman Vladimir Smorodinsky---he

is clearly innocent, having been unconscious at the time of the killing. Yet, Crespo seems willing to



take the rap. Jake asks him why---and Crespo is shortly thereafter found dead.Jake's hunt for the

truth, which takes up the entire second half of the book, quickly begins to resemble a bucket full of

freshly-dug earthworms.It seems that Crespo's employer, Japanese industrialist and art collector

Matsuo Yagamata has business contacts in Moscow, and that Crespo's killer is a man named

Kharchenko aka former KGB man Stankevich, and that the CIA's man on the scene, Foley, is an art

thief or just maybe it's all been bought and paid for and is in safekeeping, and that Jake's new girl,

the stunning blonde sailboarder Jillian from Minnesota is really a Finnish agent, Eva Lisa from

Helsinki, and that the Cuban patriot-Exilado Severo Soto and his daughter Lourdes are really

working for the CIA, or possibly it's the KGB, or it might be Fidel Castro, or maybe not, and that the

Faberge egg at the center of it all is a forgery, or maybe only a rock, shades of THE MALTESE

FALCON.In short, the plot has more twists and turns than the Monte Carlo Grand Prix.
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